
A press conference occurred 
today with the National Secu-
rity Council (NSC), and they 
have some important informa -

tion to share with the American 
people. They waited until now 
to disclose these facts, because 
according to their Press Secre-
tary, sharing that information 
early would have been a threat 
to the security of the American 
people. The news they had been 
keeping away from the public 
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Rumors are circulating that 
North Korea has been contem-
plating an attack on the United 

States. During a press confer-
ence, organized at the request of 
the NSC, the council disclosed 
what they deemed appropriate 
regarding the latest information 
on the safety of the American 
citizens. 

However, the US representa-
tive at the United Nations Secu-
rity Council, when questioned, 

Is the Government Keeping Secrets?
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seemed surprisingly nonchalant 
about the current crisis, stating 
�W�K�D�W�� �V�K�H�� �K�D�G�� �³�I�X�O�O�� �F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q��
the NSCÓ in their ability to solve 
the problem. She seemed to have 
other matters to attend to that 
were apparently more pressing 
than Alaska being targeted by 
Korean nuclear missiles.

One may wonder about the 
level of communication between 
the NSC and the UNSC.  Why is 
it that the members of the gov-
ernment waited so long to reveal 
the situation at hand? Are nucle-
ar weapons not a threat to inter-
national safety? Sit tight though, 
�³�L�W�¶�V���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���´

is that North Korea apparently 
has 10 nuclear missiles on 4 dif-
ferent launching sites aimed at 
the USA. A coup dÕŽtat is about 
to take place, thus jeopardizing 
our countryÕs security.

The NSC believes that North 
Korean missiles can barely reach 
Alaska; however, they do rec-
ognize the danger for the state. 
ÒWe will not risk the safety of 
even a single American, and we 
are going to take immediate ac-
tionÓ they say, implying a direct 
military operation in North Ko -
rea.

The Press Secretary of the NSC 
stated that Òdefense systems are 
in place around America and in 
Asia, so we believe that, even if 
a missile launch was to occur, it 

would be foiled instantlyÓ. How-
ever, a member of the NSC ac-
cidentally revealed that those 
defense systems only had a 30% 
success rate, but was almost in-
stantly contradicted by his col-
leagues that led him to retract, 
showing confusion among the 
members of the council. Yet they 
later disclosed that the defense 
systems have a much higher suc-
cess rate.

High-ranking government of -
�¿�F�L�D�O�V�� �D�G�Y�L�V�H�G�� �H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�� �W�R�� �V�W�D�\��
calm, stating that ÒThe situation 
is currently under control, and, 
as long as it remains this way, 
American people have nothing 
to fear.Ó 

Crisis in Breaks North Korea

According to an interview with 
the secretary of energy, only four 
out of ten members of the presi-
dential cabinet are fully aware 
of the procedures taking place 
within the committee.

It was learnt by the NSC that 
the US military knew the loca-
tion of three out of four nuclear 
weapon sites in North Korea. 
The council acquired this infor -
mation from an inside source 
within the Korean army. After 
this information was obtained, 

Homeland 
Secrecy?
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Alaskan Politi -
cians React to 

N. Korean 
Nuclear 

Weapons
It has been revealed that the 

National Security Council has 
been withholding information 

regarding North KoreaÕs nuclear 
weapons. Only now has it been 
disclosed that the NSC has con-
crete proof that North Korea 
possesses at least four missiles 
capable of reaching Alaska. This 
poses a threat to the security of 
the nation as a whole but it is of 
utmost concern to the endan-
gered state. Representatives of 
Alaska, Mark Begich and Don 
�<�R�X�Q�J�����D�U�H���M�X�V�W�L�¿�D�E�O�\���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G��
for the safety of their citizens.

With the nation in a new state 
of crisis, Begich and Young are 
clearly disappointed with the 
lack of action in the NSC. When 
asked if he believed the Security 
Council was doing all they can, 
Begich stated, ÒOf course not, 
this is the NSC.Ó Don Young ada-
mantly agreed, ÒThe NSC should 
go fast - for once - and try to act 
as responsible people and not 
as a secret society. They mustnÕt 
forget they are here for us and 
for our national security.Ó

The NSC claims that they are 
keeping secrets only to protect 
American citizens. However, the 
Alaskan representatives seem to 
question the reasoning behind 
this position. In their perspective, 
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NSC is wrong to keep Americans 
in the dark when their safety is at 
stake, ÒThey should not keep this 
a secretÓ said Young. Like the 
rest of their country, the Alaskan 
representatives are looking for 
more information and hope to 
see action. Begich feels that the 
Security Council needs to be re-
minded that, ÒWe were elected 
by the citizens and the citizens 
have the right to be protected 
and informed.Ó

the presidential cabinet sent four 
of its secretaries, three of which 
were previously briefed by the 
NSC, to lead a press conference. 
Secretaries of defense, state, 
homeland security and the attor-
ney general answered the pressÕ 
questions on North KoreaÕs po-
tential threat to the U.S. (as its 
nuclear weapons can reach Alas-
ka).

When the press later asked the 
Secretary of energy Steve Chu in 
a private interview where it was 
discussed what weapons North 
Korea could use to attack the 
United States, he claimed to be 
not aware of the three nuclear 
weapon sites. When Chu later 
asked his committee why he was 
not informed of the recent dis -
covery, the cabinet responded 
�W�K�D�W�� �W�K�L�V�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �F�R�Q�¿-
dential. The secretary of energy 
declared ÔÕall members should 
have an equal inputÕÕ and an-
swered ÔÕyesÕÕ when asked if he felt 
ÔÕbetrayed by the cabinetÕÕ. The 
NSC has yet to release all the in-
formation it withholds, yet when 
the press can acquire more infor-
mation, doubts about the trans-
parency within the high-ranking 
committees can be cast.

Homeland Secrecy CONTINUED

Yesterday, the Press Corps  
held a press conference with 
members of the Presidential 
Cabinet to verify some rumors 
we had heard about the situation 
in North Korea. They accepted 
to release some information, but 
�R�Q�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���W�H�U�P�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H��
do NOT reveal the exact origin 
of the facts. We agreed to credit 
�W�K�H�P���D�V���³�K�L�J�K���U�D�Q�N�L�Q�J���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V�´����
and asked as many questions 
as we could, while they tried to 
avoid further compromise of 
state secrets. 

We were planning on honor-
ing our agreement, and carefully 
proof-read every article in order 
to make sure we didnÕt acciden-
tally reveal our actual source. 
And we reporters kept the prom-
ise.

But our vice-chair didnÕt. While 
she was writing the ÔBreaking 
NewsÕ section, our editor forgot 
the promise we had made, and 
accidentally credited the Presi-
dential Cabinet, turning a small 
editorial mistake into a major 
breach of National Security!

The mistake wasnÕt noticed by 
anyone until we started hand-
ing out the issues, and we were 
extremely surprised when mem-
bers from the Cabinet stormed 
in, shouting that we had be-
trayed them!

Staff Editorial
Herald’s Editor 

Breaks Promise

�;�O�H�U�R�� �`�V�\�� �7�Y�L�Z�Z�� �*�V�Y�W�Z��
�T�L�T�I�L�Y�Z�� �M�V�Y�� �H�U�� �H�T�H�a�P�U�N��
���� �K�H�`�Z�� �V�M�� �L�_�J�L�S�S�L�U�[�� �^�Y�P�[��
�P�U�N�� �H�U�K�� �Y�L�W�V�Y�[�P�U�N���� �� �>�L�»�]�L��
�S�V�]�L�K�� �^�V�Y�R�P�U�N�� �^�P�[�O�� �`�V�\����
�H�U�K���O�V�W�L���`�V�\���L�U�Q�V�`�L�K���`�V�\�Y��
�[�P�T�L���O�L�Y�L���������+�H�P�U�H���
���7�H�Y�P�Q�H�[
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The thirsty delegates discussed 
the importance of water in Africa 
during the International summit 
the NGO Red CrossÕ solution was 

�W�R�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�� �D�� �G�H�Y�L�F�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �¿�O�W�H�U�V��
water.

 In the most arid and less de-
veloped parts of Africa water 
sanitation is a major problem 
endangering many lives.  About 
1.1 billion people lack access to 
water and 43% lack access to 
basic sanitation which prove the 
amount  of effort the Red Cross 
are assembling in order to help 
the population in need. 

The Red Cross is an organiza-
tion that tries to keep the most 
secluded part of the world aware 
of what may be happening. Also, 
when a natural disaster occurs, 
destroying many lives and habi-
tation, the organization sends 
volunteers to help the govern-
ment and their citizens, allocates 
funding for new homes, and pro-
viding food and clean water. 

The issue of water is a pressing 
one because there is scare rain-
fall in much of Africa and this is 
made worse by the fact that there 
is no way to store water when it 
does rain.   In order to accom-
plish this task, several devices 
were created such as boreholes, 
�U�D�L�Q�Z�D�W�H�U���F�D�W�F�K�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���¿�O�W�U�D-
�W�L�R�Q�V���� �� �7�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �W�Z�R�� �D�U�H�� �I�X�Q�G�H�G��
�E�\���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���%�D�Q�N���D�Q�G���W�K�H���¿�O�W�U�D-
tions are portable and cost less 

Agreement reached about the 
future actions for the prevention 
and control of chronic diseases 
in developing countries.

Delegates of several countries 
such as Russia, France and Ar-
gentina, being part of the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
have created a resolution that, 
in the words of the Argentinean 
WHO delegate, aims to Òpre-
vent chronic diseases, research 
treatments and promote more 
availability of medication to the 
general publicÓ. The document 
also stipulates the creation of a 
chronic disease fund to be ad-
ministered by the WHO. The 
WHO is willing to pay for all the 
�Q�H�Z�� �W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F��
pharmaceutical company; how-
ever they fear creating competi-
tion between private companies 
in the pharmaceutical market 
would lead them to lose sight of 
their original goal. 

 The WHO delegate from 
Senegal passed an amendment 
stressing the importance of pro-
viding funding for health centers, 
educating the population and ac-
cepting help from NGOs.

Although the resolution did 
pass, it was a close majority.

This could be an indication 
that further amendments may 
have improved the document 
and led to a more unanimous de-
cision. 

WHO Resolution  Save Water, Save Lives
than $1500 individually.  

A member of the Red Cross 
said ÒThe right to clean water 
should be available to every-
body,Ó as she discussed the suc-
cess of the device. 

In the Gagarine room, House 
I and II along with members of 
the Senate were debating about 
four different bills. At the end of 

the full session, two of the bills 
were voted upon, following in -
tense engaged speeches from 
both sides.

���7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���E�L�O�O���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H��
full house session was the ÔUS-
Cuba Partnership In ProgressÕ. 
The authors of the bill stated 
that their aim was to improve 
their relations with Cuba and yet 
keep certain restrictions, Òwe are 
breaking down on immigration, 
we are not willing to allow pros -
titution between Cuba and the 
USÓ. They aim to aid Cuba yet 
�V�W�L�O�O���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���W�K�H���8�6���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W����
Òby showing the Cubans that we 
care about their problems, hope-
�I�X�O�O�\�� �Z�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �¿�[�� �R�X�U�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�V��
wellÓ. The pro and con speeches 
that took place focused on the 
threat of Cuban markets taking 
over the American markets, the 
partisans in favor of the bill stat -
ed that ÒCuba, being a very small 
country cannot produce enough 
to challenge a big market like 
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The meeting of the Group of 8 and Five yesterday evening resulted 
in a catastrophe and raised questions about the future of our plan-
et.

Few of the suggestions that Greenpeace proposed were taken un-
der consideration, and many of them were even mocked by the judg-
es! The problem is that the committee members were not convinced 
that the current main issue of our planet is the environmental crisis 
that we are facing. It is unacceptable to sign bills that will start affect-
ing in 2 years! There is no time to wait and we have to act now!!!

Greenpeace proposed to include concrete statistics in the bill be-
cause it did not specify how much governments should contribute to 
this cause.

Greenpeace also proposed that:

�‡�� �,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �U�H�G�X�F�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� ���������¶�V�� �J�U�H�H�Q�K�R�X�V�H�� �J�D�V��
emission amounts by at least 40% by 2020
�‡�����,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I�������������E�L�O�O�L�R�Q���D�Q�Q�X-
ally to help developing countries move into a clean energy path
�‡�� �0�D�M�R�U�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �D�J�U�H�H�� �W�R�� �U�H�G�X�F�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V��
�J�U�R�Z�W�K�����������������E�\���������������Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���V�X�S-
port from the industrialized world 
�‡�� �� �$�� �I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P�� �E�H�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �H�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �G�H�I�R�U�H�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
and associated emissions in all developing countries by 2020, 
tropical forests be protected, and zero deforestation be achieved 
by 2015 in priority areas, such as the Amazon

All these goals will be achieved only by investing on renewable 
energy sources (such as Wind, Solar, Geothermal, Bioenergy and 
Hydroelectric)

We are at the most crucial time of our earth; we will either destroy 
or save it. We ought to help our planet survive in order to make our 
lives and our children’s lives better!

the US, by putting forth this we 
are not promoting a friendly re-
lationship between the US and 
Cuba”. After these speeches 
the house members reached 
an agreement, and the bill was 
passed.

Probably one of the most 
eventful discussions concerned 
the second bill that was co-
written by several members 
Senators. The US Standard of 
Living Revival Act prompted 
a very intense debate between 
the members of the Senate and 
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H���I�R�U���7�H�[�D�V�����������5�R�Q��
Paul. The bill had the aim to re-
duce microbial contamination 
in the American population by 
imposing new standards to the 
FDA.  The law had been voted 
unanimously within the Senate, 
�W�K�L�V�� �E�U�R�X�J�K�W�� �V�W�U�R�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H��
and enthusiasm to the Sena-
tors. Representative Ron Paul 
attacked the Senate’s draft by 
pointing out different clauses 
that seemed useless to him. One 
of them was the use of notices on 
food packaging, advising con-
sumers on how to eat safely. Paul 
stated that those notices would 
�Q�R�W���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���H�Q�R�X�J�K��
�W�R�� �V�D�Y�H�� �D�� �V�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�� �D�P�R�X�Q�W�� �R�I��
lives. The senator’s answer was 
that “if this piece of paper saves 
at least one American, it will be 
all worth it”. The bill was passed 
by a margin of seven pro votes, 
against the cons.

The third bill, the Energy Sav-
ing Alternative Resources and 
Research Act, was rejected due 
�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �U�D�L�V�L�Q�J�� �W�D�[�H�V��
(to obtain $2.1 trillion). A fourth 
bill written by members of 
House II wasn’t discussed – the 
session was over before they had 
the chance – it was the US-Cuba 
traveling Act.

Op-Ed: A New Copenhagen
By Alex Koltsidopoulos, Greenpeace Representative

BREAKING NEWS

Maternal Health CONTINUED

�‡���,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���-�R�V�H�S�K���5�H�V�Q�H�N�¶�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
killing of polar bears was revealed and Greenpeace staged 
a protest in response
- Presidential cabinet revealed that they knew that North 
Korea had missiles that were aimed at Alaska
- The National Security Council stated in a press confer-
ence that the knew the locations of three different nuclear 
weapons in Korea.  The location of one more weapon is 
still unknown.  MORE TO COME IN OUR SPECIAL EDITION!! 
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The United National Secu-
rity Council was divided in two 
groups according to their view 
points on the nuclear prolifera-
tion of Iran. 

The nuclear weapons were al-
ready feared before Hiroshima 
was destroyed with the atomic 
bomb on August 6, 1945. In ad-
dition, the bomb drills in the 
Cold War had left a negative per-
ception of nuclear power in the 
people’s minds.

But as history progresses, the 
positive aspects of the nuclear 
activities have become apparent 
and the creation of The Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty of 1968 
demonstrates that nuclear tech-
nology can be used for peaceful 
causes.

most of the UN members, except 
from Iran, China, Venezuela and 

for Iran’s nuclear policy. As the 
US delegate says, they need to be 
“damn clear” about their inten-
tions of nuclear technology. 

For that reason they pro-
posed implementing safeguard 
and economic sanction for Iran 
through the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency. These eleven 
states, including US, UK, France 
and Russia, want to halt Iran’s 
further enrichment of uranium 
and put an end to their tests of 
nuclear weapons. 

Four members of the presi-
dential cabinet visited House II 
to testify against the proposed 

bill related to the US-Cuba rela-
tions. In fact, this was the third 
attempt by the cabinet to express 
their disapproval with the ideal-
istic content of the bill.   Janet 
Napolitano, Hilary Clinton, Rob-
ert Gates and Susan Rice of the 
Presidential Cabinet stated that 
it was “too drastic”, “really rap-
id” and that the members of the 
House supporting the bill were 
“extremely optimistic”.  The 
cabinet attempted once again to 
dissuade the House from voting 
for a bill that they believed to be 
an impossibility considering the 
current situation.

Janet Napolitano’s statement 
about the US and Cuba, “We are 
not friends, not yet” represented 
the issue with the bill.  In a hu-
morous response, another mem-
ber of the cabinet added, “They 
did not add us on Facebook yet.”  
According to the cabinet, it is 
unrealistic to presume that after 
“not speaking for forty years” the 
removal of the embargo would 
have no serious repercussions. 
Although the bill would be a sort 
of “friend request” from the Unit-
ed States, many people includ-
ing Hilary Clinton believe that 
forging a friendship between the 

�&�R�Q�¿�U�P���R�U��
�,�J�Q�R�U�H���&�X�E�D�¶�V��

�5�H�T�X�H�V�W�"

�1�X�F�O�H�D�U���,�U�D�Q
In the nuclear proliferation debate, Iran is centerstage.

CONT. P2

On the other hand, Iran, China 
and Venezuela clearly state that 
they want it for electricity and 
medicine use.  Notably, they are 
not attending the IAEA and they 
wish to create a new committee, 
formed of some members of the 
IAEA, in order to overlook Iran’s 
nuclear program. Nevertheless, 
Iran recognizes that they need 
the other leading countries to 
trust them.

plan of Iran concerning nuclear 

done, in order to shift forward.
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“How can you trust somebody 
who keeps all the secrets hidden 
from you?” wonders Eric Or-
cowski, plaintiff, who is amazed 
at the respondents’ obstinate 

stance towards revealing “state 
secrets”.

The plaintiffs’ claim to justice 
is that their client, Omar Sha-
reef, allegedly a spy, was horribly 
tortured and held in long-term 
captivity by USA forces. They 
have ample evidence to prove 
their point and their position is 
exceptionally easy to defend, as 
it is not only the telltale scars on 
Shareef’s body, but also evidence 
that lies within the government 
agencies that are involved in the 

�'�H�D�G�O�R�F�N���D�W���W�K�H��
�6�X�S�U�H�P�H���&�R�X�U�W

KONSTANTINOS 
SAMARAS-TSAKIRIS

CONT. P2
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case. That, one should add, ap-
pears to be their most supportive 
evidence.

ThatÕs where the respondents 
got involved in the whole story. 
They invoked the state secrets 
doctrine, arguing that evidence 
from the plaintiffsÕ claim could 
not be used. Since then, the dis-
cussion circled around the point 
�R�I���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�L�V���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H��
is actually a state secret or isnÕt.

Many important questions 
were raised by both sides during 
�W�K�L�V�� �G�H�E�D�W�H���� �¿�U�V�W�� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�U�H�P�R�V�W����
where this Òinformation sup-
pressionÓ ends. The plaintiffs, 
as stated at the beginning, ar-
gue that it prevents people from 
trusting a secretive government. 
As a result of the Òstate secretsÓ 
doctrine, the regime could possi-
bly become oppressive. They be-
lieve that, even in this case, there 
isnÕt equality within the court. 
Respondents, on the other hand, 
dismiss these claims as a roman-
tic, non-pragmatic take on the is-
sue, stating that ÒJudges are not 
allowed to feelÓ.

after 40 years of silence. 
Part of the content of the possi-

ble bill was related to improving 
some of the issues that currently 
plague Cuba, such as prostitu-
tion. The cabinet was critical of 
the idea of trying to solve CubaÕs 
national problems, in that Cu -
baÕs reaction to the proposals of 
the bill remains unknown. There 
is ambiguity as to whether Cuba 
would be open to such Ameri-
can involvement in its national 
affairs; ÒCuba has not poked us 
yet.Ó So the question that re-
mains is; will CubaÕs accept or 
deny the USÕs friend request? 

US-Cuba CONTINUED

Supreme Court CONTINUED

A new bill, written by repre -
sentatives from South Dakota 
and Nebraska, moves to pro-

mote renewable forms of energy 
through means of micro-invest -
ment and grants to universities 
for research and development. 
The bill was contentious for rea-
sons of funding as well as the 
percentages of property taxes 
that should be lowered (for those 
participating in Òenergy innova-
tiveÓ practices). 

The bill was hotly debated, 
especially by representatives of 
Greenpeace and Missouri, for 
different reasons. Greenpeace 
thought that although the bill is 
Òa good step for the U.S. and en-

vironment,Ó they were hoping to 
lower property taxes to around 
�¿�I�W�\���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���±���D���K�X�J�H���M�X�P�S���I�U�R�P��
�W�K�H�� �¿�Y�H�� �S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O��
bill. Additionally, a senator of 
Missouri feels, Òthis bill engages 
in wasteful spending, when we 
simply do not have the funds.Ó 

However, most senators 
thought the bill was a good start, 
especially the senator of Alaska 
who said ÒThe bill touches on 
great ideas, both republican and 
democratic.Ó 

Although the bill was debated 
for almost an hour, it was passed 
with a friendly amendment - 
property taxes were to be low-
ered 12.5%, not 5% - with twenty 
seven senators for the bill and 
fourteen against it. 

ERICA POLLOCK

Quotes of the Conference
ÒStudents have been dynamic and playing the 
roles very well.Ó 

ÒWeÕre thirsty!Ó

�³�&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���Z�D�V���G�H�¿�Q�D�W�H�O�\���D���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�����:�H�¶�O�O���E�H���E�D�F�N��
next year!Ó

HMCE HAPPENINGS
�‡���,�V���W�K�H���1�6�&���K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���V�H�F�U�H�W���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U��
groups?
�‡���:�R�U�O�G���7�U�D�G�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���E�L�O�O���I�D�L�O�V���L�Q��
the International summit - will the world commu -
nity ever reach a consesus on this topic?
�‡�����&�K�L�Q�D���E�O�R�F�N�H�G���D���W�U�H�D�W�\���R�Q���U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J���J�U�H�H�Q�K�R�X�V�H��
gas emissions from passing in the G8 
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“Self sustainability or constant 
aid?” is the question being dis-
cussed by the World Bank as well 
as various Non-Governmental 
Organizations. 

The Non-Governmental Orga-
nization the Red Cross focuses 
on the global issues that have an 
immediate effect on the citizens, 
including woman’s mortality, 
�V�D�Q�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� �D�Y�L�D�Q�� �L�Q�À�X�H�Q�]�D�� �D�Q�G��
chronic diseases. The Red Cross 
aims to observe the Group 8, 
Group 15, World Health and the 
World Bank committees to get an 
idea of their views and solutions 
on the previously mentioned is-
sues. 

In observing the World Bank, 
the Red Cross listened as the 
delegates of Germany and Nige-
ria discussed these issues. The 
representatives of Germany dis-
cussed their aims to improve the 
standards of education, and tech-
nology by making investments. 
They stated that the worst af-
fected area by drought and a lack 
of sanitary water is Sub-Saharan 
Africa. Germany aims to directly 
invest 94 billion dollars to make 
dams providing clean water. Ad-
ditionally, they said that Germa-
ny aims to gradually minimize 
the aid because they realize that 
constant aid does not initiate the 
people to work for themselves; 
the eventual reduction in aid will 
cause these countries to become 
self sustainable. 

The second speech at the 
World Bank conference that was 

observed by the Red Cross was 
by the representative of Nige-
ria. Nigeria’s aims at the World 
Bank were to solve the current 
dam problem within their coun-
try, and other African countries. 
The representative said, “Doesn’t 
cause corruption because the 
money is not going directly to the 
government, so they cannot put 
it in their pocket, the money will 
be going straight to the export of 
water, therefore there will not be 
any corruption”. Nigeria, unlike 
Germany, wants to increase aid.

During the World Bank’s con-
ference when given the right to 
speak, the Red Cross explicated 
the need for less economically 
developed countries to be sus-
tainable. The Red Cross request-
ed that the World Bank fund wa-
ter projects “through the devices 
of rainwater catchment, wells 
�D�Q�G���¿�O�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H��
all under the cost of two thou-
sand Euros each) the Red Cross 
believes that these systems are 
sustainable and effective”.

Oxfam International aims to 
reform poverty and injustice. 
During the remaining time of the 
conference they aim to discuss 
the issues of food crisis with the 
House 1 committee. From their 
observations at the World Bank, 
Oxfam International stated their 
opinions on the approach of the 
World Bank. They stated that 
they believed the World Bank fo-
�F�X�V�H�V���W�R�R���K�H�D�Y�L�O�\���R�Q���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���O�R�Q�J��
term solutions, not long-term 
solutions that are ultimately 
needed.

On Saturday afternoon, rep-
resentatives of the World Trade 
Organization spent their session 
deliberating on international 
legislation to counter the rapid 

increase in global warming. Sev-
eral bills were written, but only 
one stood out to be the most ef-
fective and rational, which was 
later merged to another similar 
draft. The bill which was original-
ly written by the representative 
from the United States contained 
a number of clauses providing 
different sorts of aids to the less 
economically developed such as 
intellectual property and envi-
ronmental protection. The bill 
does not explicitly state that the 
countries concerned are less eco-
nomically developed - any nation 
can subscribe to the aid program 
– but it is understood amongst 
the representatives that these 
underdeveloped nations will the 
ones subscribing to the program. 
�7�K�H���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���D�L�G���Z�L�O�O���E�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���D�V��
a non-interest loan that can be 
reimbursed over a relatively long 
period of time and will be pro-
vided by the World Bank.

�7�K�L�V�� �¿�U�V�W�� �E�L�O�O�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�Q�� �F�R�P-
bined with another proposition 
drafted by the representative of 
Sri Lanka, who became co-au-
thors with the US spokesperson. 
The second bill consisted on the 
use of renewable energies to re-
duce the combustion of fossil 
fuels to preserve the planet. One 

NGOs and Aid WTO to Fight 

Global Warming

KIYA ISLAM
SEBASTIAN  FIRELL
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Treatement or Prevention
where medical aid is severely re-
stricted. They also claim that the 
battle against chronic diseases 
will actually pay its costs on its 
own in the long run, because it 
will increase both the size and ef-

Their resolute answer raised a 
barrage of questions from mem-
bers of the WHO, who took a viv-
id interest in the questions that 
were raised in the Red Cross’s 
speech. “How will we teach any 
preventive measures, if, in the 
vast majority of developing 
countries, it’s only a small mi-
nority of the youth that actually 
attend school?”

It seems to be true, what they 
say, that answering questions 
only spawns even more ques-
tions. It takes resolution how-
ever to achieve anything and, as 
the Red Cross themselves stress, 
they will stand by their decisions, 
and by the WHO’s decisions, 
right to the end.

“We’re not the hands of God. 
Prevention, not treatment, is 
our focus, because we cannot be 
babysitting developing countries 

forever.” So said Elie Katzenson 
of the Red Cross, who had been 
summoned to the WHO’s debate 
to present their view of where 
the funding should come from, 
pertaining to the battle against 
chronic diseases in the develop-
ing world.

They make one point very clear: 
treatment is not the way to go, if 

it appears to be so), but preven-
tion is. They especially stress the 
importance of combating chronic 

ones, because chronic diseases 
affect an even larger portion of 
the population and cause much 
more deaths annually in places 

KONSTANTINOS 

SAMARAS-TSAKIRIS

of the drafts that was rejected by 
the committee demanded that 
the more economically devel-
oped countries bluntly reduce 
their consumption of CO2 gas to 
an amount that wouldn’t harm 
the environment; needless to 
say, the USA was against it, and 
surely enough, it wasn’t passed. 

-
cally, and enforcing appropriate 
sanctions to whomever trans-
gressed that law. CO2 gas emis-
sion reduction would have to be 
proportional to the concerned 
countries’ gross domestic prod-
uct.

The World Trade Organization 
proceeded to pass the bills after 
a long caucus right before the 
end of their conference and is 
planning a joint session with the 
World Trade Organization in the 
briefest delays.

WTO CONTINUED

It was recently found that Jo-
seph “Joey” Resnick was im-
peached for multiple accusations 

including those of conducting 
an unfair trial, unpaid speeding 
tickets and high treason. These 
claims are supported by a CIA 
and FBI investigation against 
Resnick, and it has been found 
that he offered to give the launch 
codes to all the nuclear weapons 
in the USA for an undisclosed 
sum of money. Interestingly 
enough, Joey has a warrant out 
for his arrest in New York City for 
multiple unpaid speeding tickets. 

When asked about these alleged 
speeding tickets all Resnick had 
to say was, “I’m a good person. 
I’ve got a plan to pay them off.” 
This alludes to the sum North 
Korea offered Resnick for the 
launch codes of the missiles, half 
of which he has already received, 
indicating his intention to follow 
through with the plan. 

Although Resnick has mo-
tives, and there is incriminating 

friend of his and the Secretary of 
Defense will testify) he claims to 
know nothing about the impeach-
ment. When confronted about the 
accusations Resnick stated, “This 

is absolutely untrue,” and he had 
“no idea.” Other sources, such 
as Robert Regeer, completely 
disagree. Regeer said Resnick 
is “a turncoat treasonist and a 
madman criminal.” However, 
until the trial, Joseph Resnick 
remains innocent until proven 
guilty.

Chief Justice Impeached

ERICA POLLOCK

Chief Justice Joey Resnick goes on Trial for Treason
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Although the subject of US-
Cuba relations, as discussed in 
the House of Representative II, is 

undoubtedly a topic that encom-
passes a wide variety of issues, it 
appears that the debate until this 
point has been centered on the 
existing embargoes between the 
two nations.

Ever since the Cuban Revo-
lution, there has been growing 
animosity between Cuba and the 
United States, which resulted in 
the implementation of embar -
goes by the US, with the ultimate 
goal of transforming Cuba into a 
democracy.  Although this was 
widely accepted in the past, it has 
now come into debate whether it 
is time to remove the current re-
strictions on trade.

Even in the early stages of 
the debate in the House, the 
speeches and positions present-
ed by the congressmen already 
seemed to be narrowed down 
to the controversy over the em-
bargoes, and failed to address 
other topics related to US-Cuban 
relations.   The opinions of both 
the Democrats and Republicans 
on the embargoes seemed to be 
symbolic of their entire position 
on the relationship that should 
exist between the United States 
and Cuba.  

Ultimately, it came down to 
two different possible courses of 
action related to the embargoes; 

to leave it or lift it. While the 
Democrats support their remov -
al, the Republicans are promot-
ing the advantages of the current 
lack of ties between the coun-
tries. Despite the discrepancy 
between the perspectives and 
ideals of the two parties, their 
ultimate goals for the future ap -
pear to be the same: to change 
the Cuban communist regime 
into a democracy. 

 ÒItÕs time to change our strate-
gy with Cuba,Ó says a democratic 
representative of Michigan. She 

the embargoes by introducing 
the possibility of educating the 
next generation of Cubans to 
change the collective conscience 
in order to encourage possible 
economic and agriculture friend -
ships with the US.

Ron Paul, a republican repre-
sentative of Texas, strikes with 

for Cubans.Ó He strongly feels 
that Cuba has not changed over 

they take the initiative to come 
to the US with Òopen armsÓ, 
then the US should not concern 
themselves with the Cubans, but 
rather protect the interests of the 
American citizens.

The discrepancy between the 
opinions of these two congress-
men illustrates the wide variety 
of perspectives that make the 
issue of the embargoes and the 
US-Cuban relations extremely 
complex.

The issue discussed in todayÕs 
Group of Fifteen session was ma-
ternal health, a term refering to 

risks concerning pregnant wom-
en and their children.  Indeed, 
the countries represented in the 
group are very concerned about 
this issue, as 99% of the deaths 
during pregnancy  or childbirth 
occur in developing countries. 

After having discussed the 
problem, Indonesia, Brazil, Ma -
laysia and Jamaica suggested 
that help to raise awareness 
and funds had to be obtained 
from Non-governmental Orga -

International, which recently 
made womenÕs health in the de-
veloping world one of their main 
priorities. Iran quickly coun -
tered those countriesÕ proposal 
by stating that Ç some countries 
do not support the idea of NGOs 
imposing within their nations, 
therefore it is impractical to fo -
cus on NGOs providing full aid to 
improve womenÕs health in de-
veloping nationsÈ. The delegate 
of Argentina stated that entire -
ly relying on these NGOsÕ help 
would only make their countries 
remain dependent. This was 
followed by an intervention by 
IndonesiaÕs delegate, who sug-
gested the creation of a midwife 
degree program to set interna-
tional standards for training, 

Leave it or Lift it? Concerns over 
Maternal Health

ARIANE MAIXANDEAU
& 

MICHELLE MCCOWAN

Embargoes seem to be the symbol of US-Cuba Relations
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Mallory King was tried by the 

degree murder of her husband, 

Izzy Spaulding, an art conserva-
tionist who was diagnosed with 
arsenic poisoning.

She has pled not guilty.
Izzy Spaulding and his col-

league Sloane Bryant had been 
working on the restoration of a 
19th century painting using an 
arsenic-laden pigment, known 
as ÒParis GreenÓ. Blood tests 

been poisoned by extremely high 
levels of arsenic. The defense be-
lieves that this was the cause of 
his death on June 11th 2009. 

However the prosecution ex-
pert witness Avery Carmichael, a 
medical toxicologist, stated that 
according to tests, Izzy had been 
exposed to the arsenic several 
months before his death, as well 
as throughout his hospitalization. 
It was declared by the prosecu-
tion that a thermos containing 
arsenic, in SpauldingÕsÕ posses-
sion, was delivered by King on 
her visits to the hospital; howev-
er the defense proclaimed it un-
convincing evidence because the 
victim took the particular item to 
work where the arsenic concen-
tration was strongest.

King had been having an af-
fair with her personal assistant 
Dominic Hunter.

King stated that the matter 
was ÒunimportantÓ to her, al-
though Hunter claimed that they 
had Òplans to travel to Florida 
together.Ó

Hunter believed that King 
would end her marriage for him, 

she was giving him false hope 
because she made it clear that 
she loved her husband. Pros-
ecution believes that obtaining 
a divorce from Spaulding would 

trouble and thus her husbandÕs 
death seemed convenient, how-
ever this was disputed by the 
defense in which they have con-

SpauldingÕs colleague, Bry-
-

fered from the same symptoms 
that led up to SpauldingÕs death 
Ð those being severe headaches, 
vomiting and delirium.

The key behind BryantÕs sur-
vival was that she worked with 
the arsenic contaminated paint 
less than Spaulding, and that she 
was immediately hospitalized , 
whereas Spaulding kept refusing 
his wifeÕs pleas to see a physi-
cian.

Prosecution claims that King 
had the means and motives. The 
defense on the other hand sup-
ported that the prosecutionÕs 
witnesses were biased and the 
evidence brought was debatable.

The judge has yet to give a rul-
ing, so the verdict is pending for 
the time being. The question is: 
will the truth ever surface?
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District Court Considers Murder Case
Was it murder? Or was it an unfortunate mishap?
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At the HMCE it might feel dif -
-

act with each other, however, 
yesterdayÕs social allowed them 
to do so outside of the formal 
context of the various commit -
tees. 

The Magellan Restaurant 
provided typical Belgian sweets 

mousses, and a more relaxed 
setting, which allowed delegates 
to continue their heated debates 
or slip into more casual conver-
sation.

ÒI just found out I had com-
mon interests with a delegate on 
the opposite party,Ó says a Su-
preme court delegate, ÒitÕs nice 
to know that the HMCE doesnÕt 
stop at competition.Ó

Socializing and 
Connecting 
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context of the various commit -
tees. 
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mousses, and a more relaxed 
setting, which allowed delegates 
to continue their heated debates 
or slip into more casual conver-
sation.

ÒI just found out I had com-
mon interests with a delegate on 
the opposite party,Ó says a Su-
preme court delegate, ÒitÕs nice 
to know that the HMCE doesnÕt 
stop at competition.Ó
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Maternal Health CONTINUED



H MCE H ERALD Saturday
Afternoon

Today, outside the NSC room, 
a discussion about whether or not 
to conduct an assault on North 

Korea was overheard. Although 
several alternatives to military 
action were suggested, it was said 
that Òwe should not avoid war at 
all costs, we face international 
crisisÓ. The committee drafted a 
number of requests that could be 
sent to North Korea, one of them 
being that ÒNorth Korea develop 
a more international and re -
sponsible governmentÓ. Clearly 
that idea was quickly rejected by 
the council, for it was later heard 
in the session that the army may 
consider a Òsecret operation 
within Korean territoryÓ.

Reasons for a possible emerg-

but two reasons come to mind: 
the ongoing crisis involving (the 
lack of) human rights within 
the country, where dictator Kim 
Jong Il focuses all national ex-

penses on the military; or maybe 
the extensive military expenses 
themselves. North Korea is noto-
rious for constantly refusing the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Trea -
ty, and its nuclear arsenal has 
done but increase over the years. 
A failure in the negotiations of 
April 2009 may have caused the 
US government to react and take 

is hard to believe that the NSC 
would consider a military initia -
tive without North Korea making 

council has agreed to Òkeep some 
forces on standbyÓ.

With a leader such as Kim 
Jong Il, it is impossible to antici -
pate any action or reaction from 
North Korea, after a possible 
American assault, but we can 
only hope that the NSC will take 
into consideration the repercus-
sions of a war with Korea on the 
oppressed citizen deprived of 
Human Rights.

While the National Security 

with the longstanding issue of 
nuclear enrichment and prolif -
eration in North Korea, the non-
governmental organization Am -
nesty International believes that 
there are more pressing issues 
within this nation. One of the 
most well known of the nuclear 
armed nations is North Korea 
-with an estimated ten nuclear 
devices. However, North Korea 
is also plagued with disturbing 
living conditions arising from 
extreme poverty. Ariana Rob-
erts, an Amnesty International 
representative, discussed this 
issue with the National Security 
Council on March 13, 2010. 

Ariana Roberts and other 
members of Amnesty Interna-
tional, brought up the issue of 
poverty and poor living condi -
tions with the National Security 
Council as one that needs to be 
considered - perhaps even before 
nuclear arms. Ariana Roberts 
believes that the NSC should, 
ÒKeep an open mind about what 
is going on for the people and 
consider the citizens of North 
Korea before the issue of nuclear 
arms.Ó

 It is well known that the peo -
ple of North Korea are being ne-
glected as the leader of the coun-
try, Kim Jong II, is constantly 
funneling money into further 

SEBASTIEN  FIRRELL

Possible War with N. Korea Human Rights 
in N. Korea

ERICA POLLOCK
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IranÕs nuclear program is safe for the world
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ÒIf they use this money in edu-
cation instead,Ó S. Africa says, 

Òit would not be a hundred, but 
a thousand times more useful,Ó 

-

plants in an effort to minimise 
the countryÕs greenhouse gas 
emissions. There are two oppos-
ing sides at the moment in the 
G8, and each has a different per-
spective on the priority of envi -
ronmental issues. 

-
marily by South Africa and Bra-
zil, but one would say it encom-
passes most developing nations. 
They believe that protecting the 
environment is not the foremost 
priority. They show some bitter -
ness towards the developed na-
tions, expressed in some of their 
speeches. The other side com-
prises the developed nations. 
They argue that we should at-
tend to the environmentÕs needs 
right now and aid the developing 
countries in doing so. China, for 
example, proposes a Òlesser cut 
to GDP for the developing coun-
tries.Ó

However, that was so only at the 
beginning of the conference and, 
even though the U.K. pledged its 
aid (and that of the rest of the 
developed world) to developing 
nations, gradually, the opinions 
were reformed. Perhaps this was 
done because of the uncoop-
erative attitude the developing 
countries showed, as previously 
expressed by South Africa. As a 
result, the U.S. talked only about 

developed countries and, spe-
-

ment has the power to control its 
corporations, in the context of 

cars. Russia further excluded de-
veloping countries in the discus-
sion, with its claim that the cur -
rent economic sanctions against 
non-compliance with the green-
house gas emission regulations 
is completely non-effective, as 
many countries prefer to pay the 
sanction than to improve their 
industry. That happens because 
the price of those sanctions is 
nothing compared with the cost 

and taking every other necessary 
action in order to cut down the 
emissions. Notably, ÒitÕs actually 
a drop in the waterÓ for the de-
veloped countries. What Russia 
proposed, as a result, was that 
the sanctions be increased, so as 
to make improving the industry 
more lucrative than paying the 
sanction.

Once the dust settles, it will 
probably be one of two outcomes: 
either the small nations will see 
eye to eye with the larger ones, 
or they will not, and it will still be 

of the environment, letÕs hope 
the second does not occur!

ThatÕs where Greenpeace 
comes in with a dynamic ap-
pearance to present its own tes-
timony. They argue that protect -
ing the environment is, at the 
moment, the greatest priority, 
because if we do not preserve it, 
tomorrow there will be no world 
to improve in any other aspect. 
They say that is even more so 
for countries like S. Africa and 
Brazil, both well within the grip 
of the destruction global warm -
ing brings about. One might say 

they silently chastise their atti -
tude towards advanced nations, 
as they believe that the world 
must stand united, if we want to 
have any hope of success against 
climate change.

However, Greenpeace (ac-
cording to Alex Koltsidopoulos, 
member of Greenpeace, in a per-
sonal interview) is generally sat-

believe that the countries of G8 

each other and that their plea 
for a healthier environment will 
at long last be heard, in contrast 
with what happened at Kyoto, 
which they believe to have been 
a complete disaster.

A Great 
Divide in the G8

KONSTANTINO S 
SAMARAS-TSAKIRI S

military expansion and little 
to nothing is being done to deal 
with the extreme poverty. Not 
only that, but citizens cannot 
leave the country - as China is 
little better for refuge - and there 
is no freedom of speech for the 
citizens to express their beliefs. 

As Amnesty International 
looks at these societal and eco-
nomic problems, they feel it is 
important to advise and inform 
the National Security Council of 
them. While the NSC is discuss-
ing North Korea and its reclusive 
and somewhat dangerous regime, 
Amnesty International wishes for 
them to take into account those 
who have to live in a nation of 
such strict government.

Human Rights CONTINUED
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